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Natural Selection 

Today in 6th grade science, students were modeling the process of 

natural selection.  Classes were "transported" to the Galapagos Islands 

where each student was a different species of finch with a variety of bird 

beaks.  The task was to collect as much food (seeds) as they could.  Birds 

that didn't get enough food didn't survive and could not pass on their 

traits.  The birds that did get enough food did survive and did pass on 

their traits.  As we continued this process natural selection took place 

and evolution was witnessed. 

 

 

 



CONGRATULATIONS TO BCMS’ 

SUPER TEACHER OF THE MONTH:    

Mrs. Finkenaur!  

 



 

Pictures from the 7th Grade Renaissance Fair! 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 



Eighth Grade Science Balloon Race Car Design and 3D Printing 

Eighth grade students in Dr. Finkenaur's and Ms. Bernet's science classes 

have the option to use 3D CAD (Computer Assisted Design) to create a 

part for their balloon race car project. Students learned about 3D CAD 

design last year in Encore with Mr. Spork and are using those skills to 

customize their race cars with either the Inventor program or 

tinkercad.com online. Design questions teams have been thinking about 

include -- Does it need to be this size? Does it need to be this density? 

Does it need to be this thickness? Does it need to be solid? What other 

shapes could we use? What is scale? How can we improve this part? 

Students then finalize their design, choose their print color and submit 

via electronic form for 3D printing.  

See a clip of one design being printed here: 

https://youtu.be/yIxA3f1wNUc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tinkercad.com/
https://youtu.be/yIxA3f1wNUc


 

 

 

8th Grade Be-A-Buddy students participated in a 5-week research study 

with Harvard’s Graduate School of Education!   

The goal of the Instructional Strategies Promoting Empathy research 

project is to understand: 

 •What types of empathy strategies are most appealing for use by 

teachers? 

 •What types of empathy strategies are most effective for use with 

students?  

 

An Introduction to Empathy and Why It Matters:  

Empathy is the ability to understand and share in the feelings of another 

person. Empathy is an important component of social behavior. Learning 

how to develop students’ social-emotional skills, including a deeper 

understanding of strategies that may promote empathy among young 

people, is of special interest to educators, parents, and organizations 

that work with youth.  Some ways in which empathy can be addressed is 

through intentionally building strong communities, productively engaging 

with others through disagreement, understanding and confronting 

stereotypes, and broadening social circles to gain an exposure to and 

appreciation for differences. 

 

 



 

DANCE ASSEMBLY 

Good Morning Mrs. Updegrove, Mr. Kupcha, Ms. Graham, Mr. Barbosa, and 

Mrs. Gensel, 

On behalf of Franklin Middle School, I would like to say THANK YOU for 

inviting our students to your school on May 24th, 2017. My students 

enjoyed performing for everyone, as well as meeting your students. It 

was a great experience for all. We truly appreciate your hospitality! I 

commend your students for demonstrating tremendous respect as 

audience members. Thank you for providing a bus, as well as lunch for 

our students. The meet and greet afterwards was truly special! To see 

students from two different middle schools positively interact and share 

their experiences with one another is an amazing sight. I hope this is a 

beginning of a wonderful partnership! Once again, THANK YOU! =) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Teen Art Festival 

BCMS Artwork from the 2017 Teen Arts Festival at Raritan Valley 

Community College. 

    

 

 

7th Grade Students go on a Holocaust Gallery Walk as an introduction to 

the Holocaust Unit. 

 

 

 

 

 



Music in the Parks 

 

On Friday, May 12th, over 200 students in the BCMS band, choir, and 

strings programs attended the Music in the Parks competition. The 

students performed in a beautiful auditorium for two professional 

musicians and placed as follows: 

 

7th Grade Band in third place with a rating of Excellent 

6th Grade Band in second place with a rating of Excellent 

8th Grade Band in first place with a rating of Excellent  

and was named best overall band in the competition 

 

7th Grade Choir in fourth place with a rating of Good 

 

8th Grade Choir in third place with a rating of Excellent 

6th Grade Choir in second place with a rating of Excellent 

A 7th Grader was given a best overall soloist award 

Girls Ensemble came in first place with a rating of Superior and was 

named best overall choir in the competition 

String Ensemble in first place with a rating of Excellent  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Flag Day Festival 

 

Congratulations to three of Miss Russo’s eighth grade students! 

These students entered the Flag Day Art Contest for the Flag 

Day Festival in Somerville sponsored by the Somerville Elks. 

Students had to create a patriotic artwork that prominently 

includes the American Flag and that demonstrates creativity and 

artistic quality. The students gave up their own time coming in 

to work with Miss Russo during resource to create digital art 

pieces in Adobe Illustrator and Adobe Photoshop inspired by the 

theme. All three students were selected as finalists in the 

digital arts category in grades 7-9, with BCMS sweeping the 

three finalist spaces in the digital arts category. Their artwork 

will be judged in Somerville at the Somerset Court House on 

June 10th (Rain date June 11th) for the Flag Day Festival.  Be 

sure to check out their artwork! 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Belmar Art Gallery 

 

Three students from Miss Russo’s art class had artwork selected 

to be displayed at Belmar Arts Youth Art Exhibit Blue! 

 

They will have their artwork displayed in the Belmar Arts gallery 

until June 2, 2017. 

 

 

 
 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 



Ms. Pratt is using a very creative classroom management 

strategy. She started a countdown in her classroom where the 

student with the most Class Dojo points for the day gets to pop 

the countdown balloon! 

 

 
 

 

 

Click here for a promotional video about Somerville High School Color 

Guard auditions open to middle school students!  

 

 
 

Auditions are being held on May 30, June 6 and June 8 at the SHS 

auditorium from 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm.  

 

https://youtu.be/SGq32NwlFrI


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NJ National History Day State Competition 

 

Three entries from BCMS competed at NJ National History Day on 

Saturday, May 6. Before they left for the State Finals, student accepted 

their regional competition ribbons on Friday in front of their peers who 

wished them all good luck at the competition at William Paterson 

University. 

 

Two entries from BCMS were awarded medals at the state level. 

 

One of our student’s entries will be representing the state of New Jersey 

at the National History Day finals for her individual research paper in 

College Park, Maryland on June 12. Another entry was named first 

alternate to the National Finals for their website. 

 

We are so proud of all of you! 

 
 

 
 



NJ Youth Art Month 

 

On March 31st, a seventh grader at BCMS, was recognized for her 

incredible artwork at the state capitol by the NJ Youth Art Month 

Committee.  Her piece was a double exposure photograph that she 

completed in her Interest Cluster art class at school and was displayed at 

the Somerset County Youth Art Month Show in Bedminster at the Center 

for Contemporary Art. It was there that it was recognized for excellence 

by a panel of artists and chosen to travel to the State Exhibition. 

 

Elyse's photograph was compiled from a series of photos that she took in 

White Oak Park and manipulated in Adobe Photoshop as part of a class 

project.  The image was then printed on a high end printer that her art 

teacher, Randy Kupcha, had received through a grant from the 

Branchburg Education Foundation.  Elyse Madigan continues to be an 

outstanding artist in her classes, a school record holding BCMS cross 

country runner and one of the highest scorers on the BCMS girl’s lacrosse 

team. 

 

 
 


